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"THOSE WHO LIVE IN LOVE, LIVE IN GOD "

in

It was a warmer than usual February morning 
and I decided to walk to work. As I turned onto 
the walkway from Douglas Avenue to St. Peter’s 
Church, I was struck by the beauty of the sacred 
grounds where hundreds upon hundreds of 
Saint Johners have gathered, for centuries, to 
build community and faith. I was reminded of the 
Redemptorists who gave their hearts and souls 
to this St. Peter’s community. I was blessed to 
know several of the Redemptorist priests who 
lived at St. Peter’s, many of whom were among 
the first supporters of DMCS. Little did they or 
we know, we’d be gathering in their little chapel 
each morning, playing hide and seek in their 
yard, holding gym classes in their rec centre or 
filling their halls with the pitter patter of children’s 
feet. As memory after memory washed over me, 
for a brief moment, I heard the familiar words 
from the book of John, verse 4:16, which reads 
“God is love and those who live in love, live in 
God and God lives in them”. This simple yet rich 
passage became familiar to me as a child when 
Fr. Jim Davis, a faithful and much loved 
Redemptorist, would repeat those words almost 
every week his homily. As a young child 
listening to these repeated words, my innocent 
assumption was that this beautiful, elderly priest 
was just forgetful and had simply forgotten that 
he had given that same homily the previous 
week.  Continued on page 2 -> 

The grounds of Saint Peter's Parish in Saint John, 

N.B., where Divine Mercy Catholic School is 

located behind the church.

A kindergarten student learning English shares  
a laugh with Mr. Crate.

Our newsletter name, Caritas in Veritate, meaning "Love and Truth", was inspired by Pope Benedict XVI's 
encyclical by the same name.  In it, he proclaims to us that love is the means of communication by which we 

speak the truth into peoples lives - this is how we approach education for the whole child at DMCS.

Winter! For some people, the word conjures up 
images of snow shovelling or days spent 
huddling indoors as a blustery snow-storm rages 
outside. For others, it brings up happy memories 
of frolicking in sparkling snow or building 
snowmen. At DMCS, the teachers and students 
alike contrive to make winter as enjoyable as 
possible. With skating and a trip to the museum 
for the younger kids and skiing for the older kids, 
this was no boring winter.  

For me, all of those activities were fun but the 
best part was spending time with friends. All the 
people here at DMCS seem like family. 
Everyone knows that they are wanted and that 
knowledge has a warmth that not even the cold 
of winter can penetrate. 

Surviving Winter
By DMCS Student, Christina Kipping
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GOODBYE WINTER, 
HELLO DIVINE 

MERCY MONTH!
We're very excited to announce our 2nd Annual 
Divine Mercy Month for this April 2018. We've 
named this month after Jesus's message 
of Divine Mercy, and we're all hands on deck as 
we prepare some exciting events.  Be sure to 
join us for the upcoming festivities this month! 

April 8: Divine Mercy Sunday & Sundaes 
Join us on our patronal feast day at 3 pm at St. 
Peter's Church for a Holy Hour lead by Fr. Peter 
Stephen featuring the beloved DMCS Choir. 
Afterward, join us for some Divine 
Mercy Sundaes for the whole family! 

Thursday, April 12th: Public Lecture with 
Professor Murray Littlejohn - “Love in 
Education” – 7:30 pm in the DMCS Chapel. Join 
us for an evening of thoughtful reflection and 
discussion on the central role of love in the 
healthy development of body, mind, and spirit. 
Admission is free.  Light refreshments to follow. 

Friday, April 27th: "A Tribute to Beauty" 
Concert -  Music and Poetry will be performed 
by DMCS Students. This delightful evening will 
feature our beloved, nationally recognized 
DMCS Choir. With special appearances by 
DMCS Alumni and poetry readings by DMCS 
students, this evening of honouring artistic talent 
will warm your heart. The evening begins at 
7:00pm in St. Peter's Church.  Tickets are $15 
and are available at the door or in advance from 
the DMCS Office & Backstreet Records 

-> Those Who Live in Love, continued from 
page 1 

But on this picturesque February morning, as I 
stood beholding the beautiful site in front of me, 
with a distinct appreciation for its heart-warming 
history and legacy, the thought dawned on me that 
perhaps this priest was not, in fact, forgetful, but 
incredibly tuned in to the centrality of this message 
of love. God indeed IS love and it is precisely 
because of this that we aim to greet each child, 
each parent, each visitor who comes into DMCS 
with a warm smile and welcome. It’s precisely 
because of this truth that we foster a bully-free 
environment, why the teachers gather before school 
each day to pray for the students, why we care 
about education for the whole child; this is why we 
exist as a Catholic School. "Those who live in love, 
live in God” – as a Catholic school, our aim and our 
mission is to incarnate these words – to allow these 
divine words to take flesh in the relationships within 
the DMCS family. We’re called to live out these 
words in the way we love our students and teach 
them how to love others. As I sifted through these 
thoughts, I had a slight smile on my face and 
whispered, in my heart, to Fr. Jim Davis (who has 
since passed away), “You were not forgetful at all, 
were you? You were a saint who knew exactly what 
he was talking about.  Please pray for us, that we 
might continue to echo your words here in this 
beautiful north end space which you and our DMCS 
Family call home.” 

~ Catherine Burnham works in Marketing and 
with Donors at DMCS. 

Always smiling, these grade two girls enjoy a mild-winter recess at 
DMCS.
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Located on the bottom floor of DMCS and 
certified by the Government as a Designated 
New Brunswick Early Learning Centre, Divine 
Mercy Preschool is now accepting new 
applicants for the upcoming 2018-19 preschool 
year.  The preschool year runs from September 
to June and our operating hours are from 
8:00am to 12:00noon, Monday through Friday. 
This preschool is for children ages 3-5. 
To inquire about availability, please call the 
DMCS Office at 506-214-5556. 

Divine Mercy Catholic Preschool: 
Now Accepting Applications for 
September 2018! 



We're Growing: DMCS 
Opens a High School

In September 2018, we’ll be embarking on a new journey of 
offering Grade 9 & 10 at DMCS. We’ve been asked by several 
Catholic universities in Canada as well as many DMCS parents 
if we would consider offering a full high school program at 
DMCS. After much consideration, discernment and discussion, 
the Board of Directors has decided to move forward with a plan 
to begin a DMCS Highschool. 

In our first year, we will offer grades 9 & 10 to already existing 
DMCS students as well as families within the surrounding 
homeschooling community. As we navigate the preparation for 
our first year, we are keenly aware of the need for continued 
integral formation as we step into secondary education. Our 
program will cover everything from classic literature to 
advanced math and boasts of a philosophy class, scheduled 
charity work and much more. 

Expansion is exciting but it also means renovations, text book 
and technology purchases and staff adjustments - please 
consider financially supporting this high school endeavour! 
Contact Catherine Burnham at (506) 214-5556 or 
catherine@dmcssj.com for more information. 

Principal's Update: 

Judy Burnham has been the Principal of DMCS 
for all fifteen years the school has existed. 

Spring has sprung here at DMCS!  As of April, we have ninety-three 
students from kindergarten to grade nine.  At the beginning of the 
month, we welcomed four new students to our family.  Like the 
green grass growing in multitudes, God is filling our school to 
capacity! 

Aside from the blessing of our ever-growing DMCS family, much 
has been happening at our school.  In November, we put a new roof 
on our chapel, ensuring our children have a place to come to pray 
each morning for years to come. In February, our middle school 
volleyball team became back-to-back champions.  In March, we 
announced that we will be offering grades nine and ten next year at 
DMCS.  For years we have wanted to offer families the opportunity 
to continue their child's education at DMCS, to continue to walk with 
them as they near adulthood.  Please keep us in your prayers as 
we move forward with this project - it is clear to us that this will be a 
community effort and that your prayers and support will be of 
everlasting value to this school.  Have a wonderful Easter season 
and summer ahead!                                           

Apply for the  

2018-19 school 

year!
Have a child or know someone 
whose child who would thrive at DMCS?  
We are now accepting applications for 
September 2018.  Space is filling up 
quickly!  

Call us at 506-214-5556 to book a tour to 
visit our school.  Application forms can be 
found on our website or by calling the 
school.
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Vincent van Gogh's "The Starry Night" 
was the winter art project for all students 

from grades two to eight.
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Life at DMCS

Interested in joining the DMCS Family? To book a 

tour, or to inquire about volunteering or financially 

supporting DMCS, please contact Catherine Burnham:  

506-214-5556     or     info@dmcssj.com 

Buddy reading time in the afternoon is a 
time where students of all ages adventure 

through books together (below).

The only traffic jams at DMCS are our wintry 
"slide jams" (below).

DMCS had a Holy Hour in March.  Middle 
school boys spent these silent moments with 

Mrs. Burnham in Adoration (above). 

"You must not teach just content, 

but the values and customs of 

life. …There are three things 

that you must transmit: how to 

love, how to understand which 

values and customs create 

harmony in society. Teachers 

must aim to build an educational 

relationship with each student, 

who must feel welcomed and loved 

for what he or she is, with all of 

their limitations and potential." 

- Pope Francis

DMCS is a registered charity 

and can issue tax receipts for 

donations above $10.

Find us online at www.dmcssj.com

Divine Mercy Catholic School 30 Douglas Street, Saint John NB, E2K 0G5 


